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The US embassy in Damascus believes 
that these talks have entered a 
more serious stage, with Khaddam 
and Qaddumi now discussing a de- 
tailed draft agreement. The em- 
bassy, however, questions the de- 
gree of negotiating authority 
that Arafat gave Qaddumi and notes 
that, according to one local Pal- 
estinian source, Qaddumi may be 

operating within relatively narrow 

guidelines. 

A Palestinian spokesman in Damas- 
cus said yesterday that some prog- 
ress has been made on minor points, 
but the two sides are far apart on 9i - y . 
major issues. zoa\ 


25X1 


25X1 


--conti nued 


1 



Meanwhile, Libyan Premier Jallud 
is said to have returned yesterday 
from Damascus to Beirut, where he 
apparently hopes to continue to 
try to mediate a cease-fire. 



LEBANON: Syrian For- 

eign Minister Khaddam 
and Palestine Libera- 
tion Organization chair- 
man Arafat ' s adviser 
on foreign affairs 
Qaddumi ; were due to 
meet again yesterday 
to continue their nego- 
tiations for a Syria - 
FLO reconciliation . 


FOR THE PRESIDENT ONL Y 

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/07/19 : CIA-RDP79T00936A01 350001 0034-0 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/07/19 : CIA-RDP79T00936A01 350001 0034-0 



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/07/1 9 : CIA-RDP79T00936A01 350001 0034-0 


Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2016/07/19 : CIA-RDP79T00936A01 350001 0034-0 


X KSJ. V I XJU X . 


V/i T AV J 


Relatively heavy fight- 
ing continued y esterday 

in Beirut's eastern The Christians kept up their shell- 

suburbs . ing of Tall Zatar. We cannot con- 

firm Christian claims that 100 of 
the camp's defenders have surren- 
dered. Fighting also was reported 
around the nearby Shia Muslim dis- 
trict of Nabaa. 

Military activity remains at a low 
level elsewhere in Lebanon. There 
is sporadic shelling in the moun- 
tains east of Beirut, and Syrian 
forces are shelling Palestinian 
and leftist positions near a refu- 
gee camp in the north. 


USSR-LEBAN0N: Soviet 

naval units in the Med- 
iterranean yesterday 
and early this morning 
maintained low-level 
surveillance of US 
naval units off Lebanon . 


A Soviet frigate, a destroyer, and 
a minesweeper monitored the US am- 
phibious force assigned to the 
evacuation. Early this morning, a 
destroyer was trailing the US at- 
tack carrier America and three es- 
corting frigates. 

A frigate has been monitoring the 
US carrier Nimitz located south- 
west of Crete. 

The main Soviet naval force in the 
Mediterranean, including the air- 
craft carrier Kiev, is moving west 
from a position north of Benghazi, 
Libya and has not participated in 
the surveillance of US ships. 

The remaining major Soviet naval 
group in the area remains in the 
Gulf of Solium in the Egyptian- 
Libyan border area. 


--conti nued 
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★ * * 


EGYPT-L I BYA : We have 
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KEN Y A- UGAN DA : Kenyan 

military officials ex- 
pect a Ugandan air 
strike this week against 
Nairobi or Nakuru ^ where 
President Keny atta 
spends much of his 
time . 


The Libyan leader apparently does 
not believe that Egypt poses an 
imminent military threat. He gave 
Cairo until September l--the sev- 
enth anniversary of his takeover-- 
to "come to its senses." He said 
that if he detects no change in 
the Egyptian attitude by then, he 
will break diplomatic relations. 

* * 25X1 



Ugandan units 25X1 
are reeling the effects of Kenyan 
economic restrictions. An impor- 
tant ordnance depot lost communi- 
cations late last week because of 
power stoppages, and army headquar- 
ters has ordered all units to con- 
serve fuel and restrict vehicle 
traf f i c. 


25X1 


The Kenyan press continues to claim 
that Amin faces serious domestic 
problems, including army mutinies 
and an assassination attempt last 
weekend. Amin has frequently ex- 
perienced army indiscipline and 
attempts to unseat him, but we 
have no confirmation of the latest 
Kenyan reports. 


--conti nued 
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The Kenyans have asked 
the US embassy to give 
as little -publicity as 
possible ' to the current 
visits of US military 
units to Kenya . 


They also requested that the visits 
be officially described as routine. 
The Kenyans , who last week said the 
US presence has helped deter Amin, 
are apparently concerned that the 
visits could damage Kenya's non- 
al i gned credenti al s . 


--continued 
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NOTES 


High-level Greek-Turkish 
contacts recently have 
failed to defuse the 
potentially explosive 
situation in the Aegean 
surrounding the voyage 
of the Turkish res ear ch 
ship j Sismik I. 


Talks began on July 21 at Greek 
initiative, but by July 24 posi- 
tions had hardened on both sides. 
The Greeks were insisting that in 
return for guarantees of safe pas- 
sage, Turkey would have to give 
Greece advance notice of the ship's 
entire planned course of action. 
Athens also was demanding that a 
Greek naval ship be allowed to 
escort or closely "shadow" the 
Sismik I. 

According to Turkish foreign min- 
istry secretary general Elekdag, 
Ankara rejected the Greek position, 
maintaining that approval would 
imply Turkish recognition of the 
Greek claim to virtually the en- 
tire Aegean seabed. The talks 
broke off, and there apparently 
are no plans for another meeting. 

If Athens and Ankara decide to meet 
again, there would appear to be 
adequate time to try to iron out 
the problem before the Sismik I 
enters disputed waters. Accord- 
ing to Elekdag, the ship is still 
in the Sea of Marmara. It may sail 
for Saros Bay as early as July 28 
and spend ten days there before 
entering international waters near 
the Greek island of Samothrace. 
Lacking any assurances of safe pas- 
sage, the ship would be sailing 
under military protection when it 
left Turkish territorial waters. 


--continued 
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* * * 

Cuban Prime Minister 
Fidel Castro reiter- 
ated in a speech last 
night that Cuban forces 
would remain in Angola 
until that country 1 s 
military becomes more 
capab le . 


The composition of the 
Angolan party suggests 
that considerable plan- 
ning for the future 
Cuban rote in Angola 
probably took place . 


--continued 
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He added that troops and equipment 
not now needed are being withdrawn 
but gave no hint of the numbers or 
the rate involved. Castro assured 
visiting Angolan President Agos- 
tinho Neto that Cuban forces would 
return if needed and that Cuba 
plans broad cooperation with An- 
gola. Neto stressed his need for 
Cuban techn i ci ans . 


The . del egati on included senior 
political, economic, and military 
officers, as well as representa- 
tives of local governments, unions, 
and mass organizations. 
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The arrest yesterday 
of former Japanese 
prime minister Tanaka 
in connection with the 
Lockheed scandal could 
cause serious divisions 
in the ruling Liberal 
Democratic Tarty . 


25X1 


Party leaders tried to oust Prime 
Minister Miki last month because 
they feared he might use the dis- 25X1 
closure of Lockheed information 
to damage his pol i ti cal opponents , 
including Tanaka. 



25X1 




/Miki may believe that taking 
a strong anticorruption position 
is his best chance of staying in 
office 

25X1 


25X1 


Tanaka's political career is fin- 
ished, but if he implicates other 
party leaders, the party will 
clearly face a crisis. 
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